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| ular Gov 
monarchies and empires of Europe in care for 
the people, especially in times of distress like 


raraies everything, get nothing, 
and those who produce nothing, get everything. 
» They labor without income, whilst surrounded by 


| thousands living in affluence and splendor who 


‘have income without labor. But now even this 
resource, with its poor pittance, is to be taken 
from them.” Such language as this can have 
pee Sree ss enters Its tendency 

is to arouse the hostility of the poor. against 
‘the rich, and to exasperate their sufferings by 
T'adding to them the sense of wrong., Mayor ; 


| Woop may not consciously design or desire to 


bring about the outrages and scenes of vio- 
lence to which his language points, He may 
have no worse- motive (if a worse motive can 
be éonceived) than to secure the votes of the” 
laboring poor, by making himself the champion 
of their pretended wrongs. It is strictly in 
keeping with his whole career thus to make 


ene d prices, however, the -calamities of others the means of 


his own advancement. We have no ob-. 
jection .to this, if. the means by which 
he does it involve no serious injury to 
great public interests. Mayor Woop is enti- 
tled to all the popularity he can earn by meas- 
ures of relief to any portion of our population ; 
and we could forgive any amount of selfishness 
ifit should be found to promote the. public 
good. But in denouncing the rich and arous- 
| ing against them the hostility of the poor, he 
1 is simply plinging both into a common ruin. 
We believe that there is too much good sense 
in the great mase of our laboring population, 
‘to permit them to be misled by such attempts. 
Mayor Woop is unquestionably’ right in call- 
ing upon the Common Council to push forward 
all the great public work which must be done, 
and which will give employment to laborers 
of every class and grade. This is no time to 
stop great enterprises of public utility. Neither 
the City, the State nor the General Govern- 
ment should discontinue any of the works 
which they have commenced. On the contra- 
ry, they should at once use all the power con- 
ferred upon them by law to give employment 
to labor in every perso: There has 
neyer been a time. when such employment 
was so greatly needed. Without it thousands 
4 and scores of thousands. must suffer the pangs 
‘of hunger and of wast. “In thé Old ‘World’ 


Governments iver? work fot the exclusive 


purpose of employing the ‘poor, : Streets are 


at ng. 
§ without, doubt, | opened where they are. required. only.for orna- : 


ate’ this of the Ma 
-eec’ motive . less. creditable 
% ity then “his . ‘ 


ment ;—public grounds’ embellished: im-’ 
mense buildings are , and everything is 
pS nn heal rh een a 
supply of work-and of wages te those who de- 
pend upon them for their daily bread. A pop- 
should not ,be%behind the 


‘the present. ° Whatever work is to be ‘done 
and paid for, should be done and paid for now. 
Tt will be infinitely “more* useful than at any 
other time. 

It has been ‘announced, though not. upon 
any reliable authority, that, in consequence of 
the scarcity of money the Federal 


tom - Houses, steam 
frigates, &c., &c., authorized by law in various 
sections of the country... We trust the report 
is erroneous. It would be shameful for the 
Government thus needlessly to aggravate and. 
add to the distress which already. presses: 
upon the people. It ought to pursue precisely 


| the opposite policy. Every work authorized by 


law should at once be undertaken.. i 
| emieacd at ba 04 to be pal 2 
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In diahae ee a kage ‘morning’s Tras 
“will Be found the report: of the Special Com- 
<mittee appointed some time since by the Com- 
“mon Council, to examine the public accounts 
*and the books of the Finance Department of 


general condition of our finances, and asking 
power to make the inquiry more protracted 
and complete. Enough, however, is stated in 
this document to show that the financial de- 
partment of our City government: has been 
managed with the grossest careleséness, and 
that every opportunity has been offered by 
those. whose duty it was to render such pro- 
ceedings impossible, for. the robbery of the 
Public Treasury to the amount of thousands 
and millions of dollars. ‘That sugh robberies 
have been committed, the Report does not 
show,—but it. says enough upon this subject 
to render imperative the closést and: most 
careful scrutiny. 

The department in which the investigation 
was mainly conducted, was that of the Comp- 
troller. Yor lack of room, and for want of 
clerks, the Committee state, noreliable accounts 
of the City finances are képt in this 


This is a most extraordinary statement, but it 


seems to be borne out by the details embodied 
in the Committee’s report... Discrepancies are 
found in the accounts of different bureaus, 
and some of the most important of the City 
accounts do not seem to be balanced, or even 
entered, on the books.’ The Comptroller's 

late report, on the statements of the Stock 
Clerk, gives the indebtedness of the City for 
which stock has been issued at something less 
than seventeen millions of dollars ;—the ledgér 
shows it to be $26,764 more. The revenue 
and assessment bonds, as shown by the Comp- 
troller’s report, amount to over five millions ; 
—the books show them to be $197,000 leas. 


Charges ‘to. the amount ef $186,121 stand upon ° 


the books against parties who have been col- 
lectors of the public moneys, the charge 
against one person amounting to $57,481, and 
‘that against another to $87,438 ; whether 
these accounts have ever been settled or not, 
or where are the bonds given as sureties for 


them, the books of the Department do not |: 


‘show. Indeed it is stated that for some Years 
past no book, register or written memoran- 
dum of any kind, has béen kept in the Comp- 
troller’s office, containing a record of the 
surety bonds. held by the City as security for 
the faithful discharge of public duties! 
According to the books in the Comptroller's 
office the amount of taxes remaining due and 
unpaid on the ist..of January: last was 
$2,836,670. Mr. Harr, the Receiver of taxes, 
stands charged with $88,189,—and his suc- 
cessor, Mr. Howdagp, with. $2,128,648. No 
such sums are due from these parties, as is 
shown by the fact that in pedis rommrean seg 
er's office their: ‘accounts” are-property’ 
Tate Seiemaneteranes one 
do, the the Comptroller's 
show ‘outétatiding 
‘for Stakes! purposes, the ‘gtiount ‘of 
$4,757,959,--which have aot-yet been wholly: 


cpliected,. assessment bonds having’ been ist | Yehe 


sned. to anticipate their collection. ‘But : the 
‘books show ‘that. the bond’ issued exceed ‘this 
amount by. $280,805. How large a'portion of } 


— ansennent have. been, collected,’ no” 


yet ‘been-matle to ‘ascertain. 
There is. no reagonable doubt, however, that 
much of it has been collectéd and that vouch- 
érs therefor are on file in the Department ; but 
as the appropriation was insufficient to pay 
for the services of a book-keeper, no inquiry 
was made in this direction. 
> Upon the facts which are thus set forth, the 
Qommittee aig ‘the following rather start. 


Government | 
cee ee tL Oe “ate oomdtien. of ‘oar City 
Post-Office 


"The vast sumis-due to the City by defaulting of- 
cers, unpaid taxes and “assessments, is sufficient to 
strike ‘terror and alarm among our citizens, It. in- 

a. careleesnessin the’ keeping of the ac- 
counts, and the collection of the same, truly deplora- 
ble, The total amount of claims against sundry col- 
lgetens gan ass, $4 ehewa fn. tie foregoing part of 


Pers eere wet ee ew st ee adore eetwndhaerte 
ehD nema te han teeta eerreeeene 


pose... The Children's Aid: Society, of which | minds 


- Mr. ©. L, Buicz is Secretary and whose office 


is in the Mercantile Library building in Astor: 


Place, may safely be entrusted with donations 


of this kind to any extent. The Association 
for improving the condition of the. poor we 
presume will also gladly receive anything of 
the kind, though we hear as yet but little of 
its organized operations for the Winter.. We 


take it for granted that the public-spirited 
_ gentlemen whose labors in this good. canse 


have been 60 effective hitherto, will riot relax’ 


their efforts now that they are becoming 80 
much more important than evér before.. ~ 
We commend the example of our ‘corres- 


pondent to general. imitation. _ We trust that. 
_all who have cast-off clothing which they can 


spare, will take some pains to see. that it is so 


beatowed ag to relieve something of the'dis- 


tress which, before the approaching Winter is 
over, will wring the heart of this great City 
with suffering or with sympathy: Let them 


not be in haste to get rid of it :—it will be. 
needed by-and-by more than it is at present, 


and there will be plenty of persons to see that 


‘it is properly. bestowed. 


eR «eee 
ELEctionrgnixe Crar-Trar.—It would be 
simply amusing, if it were not also melancholy, 


to read the preposterous representations made 
-by the party press for the: purpose of: influen- 


cing votes at the coming election. The 


‘Atlas and Argus fires up in the work of ‘the 

canvass to a. degree which, in contrast with | 
the stagnation which prevails all’ around it, is [ 
‘really exciting.. It: reprints, from the. Trams,’ 
,a@ portion of the letter of the Auditor.of. the | 


Canal Department upon the condition of our 
State finances;—and thus proceeds to “im- 
prove” the.occasion : 

Thus we have, as the fruits of ners ef 
the Seward system of public works : 

Large falling off of Canal tolls, 

About $350,000 premium loans locked up in sus- 
pended banks. 

About $500,000 protested drafts, drawn by contract- 
pea coe lerncehs ao a is unable to 


‘Pays, 


Suspension of public works. 
Three millions of Canal money in banks, of which 


$2,500,000 is unavailable. 

Taxation to meet the ‘interest of debt in 1636, 
amounting to $700,000. 

The Atlas must count very largely upon the 
simplicity of those to whom its appeals are 
addressed, when it hopes to decide their votes 
by such representations as these. How the 
falling off in canal tolls, which is due just now 
to the lack of :money to bring produce for- 
ward ;—or the inability of the banks to refund 
their loans or pay contractors’ drafts,—which 
isdue to the prevailing panic :—or the ex- 
haustion of the money which the Constitution 
authorizes the State to borrow for.the public 


works,—can justly be traced to what is styled j. 
.“ the Seward system,” it would puzale man | 
of only ordinary. judgment to discover. ..And |: 
‘it ig even niare: difficult to see low the “‘im.-"|: weak 
cuseaiatels ies ae 0 rer pt 
‘avoid debt; by aA Ww 
' reel eg ot 


mence, ‘ 
[ We'do'& ii0t inde now it. aye wi 


“the people for whom the ‘4ides is } 
but-it..seems. to us that for .the-. public 


isin tei ey sawed Dae 


. terous attempts: to-ereate-a political panic has. } 

well nigh .. They deceive very few 

while they aqust a great many. 
——— 


Tut Porice Commissron.—At the meeting of 
the’ Police Commissioners yesterday,’ the 
vacancy was filled by the election of Sixzon 
Dearse, the’ motion being made by Mayor 


alaii: Woop and receiving the unanimous vote of 


thé Board... This action will ‘effectually _re- 
move the paralysis which has afflicted the 
Board for some months past,—and will enable 
the Commissioners, if they are so disposed, to 
give the City what it very greatly needs, a 
full, well-disciplined and effective Police. 

The present force, so far a8 it goes, is made 
up of better materials and is more efficient 
than the City has ever before possessed. . No 
one who saw them’on parfade the other day, 
and who witnessed the readiness and regu- 
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Employment.and Relief of the Poor, regret to state 
to the subscribers their loss'of nearly one half of their 
fund, by thé failure of the Ohio Life and Trust, Com- 
pany, and by the depreciation of their bank stock, 
This is peculiarly unfortunate, as the Board have 
made great efforts the last two years to secure this 
small fund, to enable them to purchase goods to bet- 
ter advantage, and to relieve them from the necessity 
of appesling to. the generosity of ‘the public, ‘The |: 


Board: will be obliged. to make use of ts fund for |). “ORS 


Managers in earnest entreaty that the work may be- } 


gin, and such assistance was never more needed than * 
Under these circumstances, ‘} . 


at the present time. ; 
they feel that the best course “will be td goon, so 


long only'as their funds hold out, hoping that the’ | ®¢.bedy, 
sales from the store, (No. 2. Aimity-street,) and such 


as 
larify of their evolutions, cap doubt that they, 


chave been well-trained, and that as the 
ginning of @ new organization. they 


they .are’ all |. 
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1,500 French embroidezed Swiss collars at 76 cents, 
worth $1 25, - 

1,000 fine cambric Swiss collars.at- $1. worth $1 76. 
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SUPER QUALITY at 3s. 6d., 
AN ASTOUNDING 

At BEEKMAN & OOMP. 
One block below the 
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